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Throughout the whole history of human culture, people have always been 
respecting to the dead and thinking about the meanings of life. Magnificent ancient 
tombs not only cleared the firmer belief of the dead world, but also proved the funeral 
architecture had always been the important role of human civilization with the 
brilliant architectural achievements. But things have changed when we go through the 
first 10 years of the 21st century. The contemporary funeral parlor, as the 
materialization of the era funeral culture, its architectural design and the new spirit of 
the funeral has being neglected by our society for a very long time. All of these 
caused that the average level of designing in funeral parlor had been relatively low 
(the lack of embodiment of ideology, the inheritance of traditional culture, and 
innovation of the Zeitgeist), and the impression of the contemporary funeral parlor 
had been more and more marginalized in our minds.  
According to the research on origins of human funeral culture and the difference 
from the west and east, the writer tried to sum up some judgment about the direction 
of funeral culture development in the future and clear the main problem about the 
contemporary funeral home with study of its status quo in China. Furthermore, 
referring to the designing of the funeral parlor and the other valuable funeral building, 
the writer wonder to expand the discussion about the trends of funeral architecture 
design through 3 directions (extension of traditional culture, return of humanism and 
use of natural elements).  
By the end of the paper, using the analysis of a foreign typical concept design for 
reference, it made a new interpretation of death commemorating with imagining the 
future spirit location of funeral parlor. The introduction of new technology and new 
concept from the function of commemoration (not just only language of architecture 
form) will likely change default hating image of funeral parlor in people’s mind. 













to be “The Holy Land” by consciousness, system, customs, and particularly Zeitgeist 
in order to create a semantic and visual “Harbour of Spirit” for busy urbanite. 
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